The curtain is down but the spirits continue to rise….
 

Early March (3/8/08), we had a party to celebrate the year of the Mouse.  Everybody enjoyed the programs provided by all 4 schools.  From the audience responses, BEINU's program of integrating Tango, Cha-Cha, Rumba and Samba into one dance was, no doubt, the highlight of the celebration.  Even today, we continue to receive many touching compliments. 
 

Creating this show is a good example of how to bring together a wealth of diversified interests, talents and skills.  As a start, our Board Activity Lead, Shih-Chun Wang (王時君, Class 1975), had a vision on the program and was fortunate to have Shu-Chen Wu (吳淑貞, Class 1964) as choreographer.  The selection of 15 individuals to dance from many possible candidates was based on their commitment to have time to group practices in this particular time slot.   No prior dancing experience was required.  Under Shih-Chun's sophisticated coaching, all these dedicated individuals (see 綠園驚艷 list below) learned each movement.  During this period of more than 2 months, not only they honored their commitments to meet the set schedule (including rearranging their own when in conflict), but also interacted and worked with each other well – supporting, helping and inspiring each other to do better.  
 

All the time, Shu-Chen was on the side watching, directing and monitoring our progress with camera.  Both Shih-Chun and Shu-Chen were also busy in arranging the right outfits, accessories, make-ups, and finding the suitable practice locations.  The entire performance was further improved by gaining valuable insights from the independent observing alumnae and those CDs taped from the dress rehearsals by our photographer, Hope Chen (陳希望, Class 1963). Although only the dancers were on stage, we all know it would not have been possible without a lot of behind scene effort, talent, skill and coordination.  
 

As Shih-Chun revealed in one of the mini gatherings, she volunteered for this project because she wants us to have some fun and excitement.  We put family first (our duty) and often overlook the importance of our wellbeing.  Dancing is one of the forms that we can do to rejuvenate us.  As a side benefit, dancing may help you shed some extra weight -- at least two dancers in this program admitted they had lost about 5 lbs in just 2 and half months. 
 

As all dancers have expressed countless gratitude to Shih-Chun and Shu-Chen on this opportunity to work with them as a team, we are reminded of what this type of activity can bring us. We hope a continuing lively and positive dialogue among ourselves and Association members will remind us how much fun we had through the process, and one's feeling of happiness may well hinge on the relationship with others.  This type of group activity has certainly demonstrated that.  The spirit will carry us to the future and continue to bring more happiness into our daily routine lives.
 

綠園驚艷 of March 8, 2008 dancers:
 

Beautiful Tango        林映紅** (Class '70), 林柳雲** (Class '70 ), 蔡英英 (Class '72), 劉長楷 (Class '72)
 

Dazzling Cha-Cha    毛素殽 (Class '75), 李立禾 (Class '75), 陳美鈴* (Class '78),  潘小薇 (Class '78), 衛麗霞 (Class '75)
 

Elegant Rumba     林彩雲* (Class '74), 唐友新* (Class '64), 海路得* (Class '70), 溫燕莉* (Class '63), 童元培* (Class '66), 趙頌祥 (Class '68)
Cheerful Samba      All above
 

*    Current Board member
**  Former Board member 
